
 
 
 
 
 

Summer 2009 
Volume 28,  I s sue  9 
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Melissa’s Graduation 

After rain most of the week, the evening of Friday, May 29, 2009 was a 
beautiful, warm, sun-filled time.  We hung the school banner in the Ash 
Maple tree as a back drop for the graduation ceremony of Melissa Richards.  
Melissa chose 3 speakers for the event, Candy (her advisor), Noel 
(committee and staff member), and Keilee (school member).  We began the 
ceremony with Karen playing Country Roads and everyone singing along.  
After the speakers were finished, Melissa delivered her goodbye speech, 
filled with much joy and sadness.  Finally, Laura, GSM Chairperson, 
presented Melissa with her diploma. 

       
 

           Melissa delivers her goodbye speech                Noël, Éowyn, Melissa, Laura, Candy and  
Keilee following the ceremony 

 

Following the ceremony, lots of pictures were taken of Melissa with all her 
guests and school members.  Guests then went inside to the dining room for 
refreshments.  Karen made a wonderful graduation cake featuring the school 
logo.  The inside of the cake was marbled burgundy and gold (school 
colors).  Guests were also treated to strawberries and dip, lemonade and 
assorted sodas.  Everyone enjoyed the festivities! 

       
 

 Melissa and her mom, Nancy, after the ceremony          The graduation cake made by Karen 
 

On Saturday, May 30, 2009, Melissa hosted a graduation party at her house.  
Several school members attended.  There was tons of wonderful food, 
including cupcakes Melissa and Laura made!  Most of the members that 
attended really enjoyed playing with bubble swords.  Melissa did a tour of 
her house and led a walk to meet her horses.  All of us are glad to have one 
more week with Melissa before we say our final goodbyes on the last day of 
school, June 5, 2009.  Good luck Melissa with your future plans in Florida! 
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Upcoming Events 
 
♦ Summer Birthdays: 
Ryan June 16   
Melissa June 24 
Travis June 26 
♦ First Day of School 
September 9 – Have a 
Great Summer! 
 

 



Trip and Travel 
Wr
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Our trip to Virginia was a great success!  Monday 
was rainy, so members went shopping at the 
boardwalk.  We decided to have our seafood 
dinner at a restaurant called Waterman’s.  The 
food was delicious and the ocean view was 
fantastic!  
Tuesday, we ventured out to Colonial 
Williamsburg.  The sun was shining and the 
temperatures were cool.  School members 
visited many different attractions.  Keilee was 
picked to play the maid at a tavern, Karen 
played a part in the mock trial, and several 
members pretended to be prisoners in the 
stocks.  We all enjoyed the reenactment at the 
end of the day, including the fife and drum 
corps and cannon fire! 

 
Above: The drum and fifes brigade 

Below: Travis and Ryan in the stocks 

 
On Wednesday we took the short drive to 
Norfolk.  We started the day at Nauticus touring 
the U.S.S. Wisconsin.  We then boarded a boat 
to tour the local Naval port.  We saw lots of 
ships, including an aircraft carrier that holds six 
thousand people!  We ate a boxed lunch as part 
of our ride.  We also saw dolphins that swam 
right up to the boat!  After our boat ride, we 
returned to Nauticus and tried out the 
experiments!  Several members had fun driving 
the animated boats.  Some of us watched three 
films about the ocean.   
 

Following Nauticus, we ate out at a Joe’s Crab 
Shack. The food was great and we played on the 
indoor playground!   

 
Above: Ryan tries out what an old plane was like 

Below: Travis, Laura, Karen, Keilee, Ryan, and Candy found their 
dream boat! 

 
We took a break from car rides on Thursday 
spending the whole day at the beach.  Karen and 
Travis’s friends visited us at the beach.  We all 
enjoyed swimming, despite the cold water.  
Morgan caught a crab, which we were all able to 
inspect close-up.  Some members went back to 
the house at lunch time and brought back snacks 
for everyone.  Melissa and Steve went shopping 
for dinner supplies.  They bought great food and 
made an incredible surf and turf dinner! 

  
 

Above: Travis and Éowyn in the sand 
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Conservation Club News 

Trip and Travel Continued 

  
Above: Ryan enjoying a ride 

Below: Melissa enjoying a funnel cake 

 

Below: Morgan holding the crab he caught 

 
Friday we went to Busch Gardens Europe in 
Williamsburg.  We split into three groups, the roller 
coaster riders, dizzy ride riders, and little rides riders.  
We all went on lots of rides in the morning!  We 
bought meal tickets for the whole day prior to going 
on the trip.  We got 2 meals with drinks and 2 extra 
drinks.  Everyone agreed this was a great deal!  All 
members watched shows, including the wolf show and 
the Celtic singing/dancing show.  After much fun we 
left Busch Gardens at 9:00p.m. and went to our hotel.  
Saturday we all drove home very satisfied with an 
incredible trip.  Thank you again for all the support 
that made this trip possible! 

 
Conservation Club News 
 The Highland School Hawks Conservation Club had a great 
year.  At the Conservation Day at North Bend State Park, 
they were honored with the First Place Governor’s 
Beautification Award for their work on planting gardens 
and flowering trees near the school this year. 
Club President, Melissa Richards, 18, reflected that the 
biggest project for the year was all the plantings and good 
use of compost.  “Receiving the award, the trophy, the 
check, and a certificate, was a huge acknowledgement of 
all our hard work.”    

 
Laura, Karen, Keilee, Noёl, Travis, Candy, Ryan, and Melissa pose 

with their first place beautification award. 

The school has had a few planters for many years 
that were in need of maintenance and expansion.  
Club members decided all the school grounds 
would look brighter and greener with flower beds 
bordering all the buildings.  They also planted 
flowering trees around two sides of the property 
border. 
The club won a Watershed Preservation Second 
Place Award.  This was for cleaning up a 
watershed area above the stream that flows 
through the school campus.  They also did an 
education project to inform the surrounding 
community about watershed preservation through 
printed materials which included a pamphlet and 
bookmark. 
The Highland Hawks’ are proud of their many 
other accomplishments including maintaining a 
bi-monthly bulletin board, a bi-weekly trip to the 
Ritchie County recycling center, feeding birds all 
winter, and participating in three Adopt-A-
Highway days along their 2 mile stretch on 
Highland-Hebron Road. 
The Highland School Hawks explored the exhibits 
at Youth Environmental Day at North Bend.  They 
are excited about having their beautification 
project, and their newest watershed project, 
acknowledged on a statewide level.  The Hawks 
look forward to continuing and expanding their 
projects next year.  



THS Wish List 

 
 
 
 

The Highland School 
Route 83 Box 56 

Highland, WV 26346 

Phone: 
(304) 869-3250 

Fax: 
(304) 869-3253 

E-mail: 
highland@ruralnet.org 

We’re on the Web! 
TheHighlandSchool.org 

Democracy In Action 
 

Constitutional Convention 
The Highland School had its first Constitutional Convention on June 1, 2009. At 
General School Meeting (GSM) we discussed a few outdated items in our 
Constitution.  These are the changes that were voted on by the delegates:  1. 
In the Bill of Rights, we added the right of protection against double jeopardy.  
(We have always assumed that right, but it wasn’t stated in the Constitution.)  
2. The length of student membership, prior to graduation, is now determined 
by the GSM in their current graduation policy.  3. Our non-discrimination 
paragraph has been updated to include both student and staff equal 
opportunity in one statement.  4. We clarified the language of the school 
structure section.   
Overall, we were pleased with our first Constitutional Convention.  It is now 
easier to understand the Constitution for current and future members. 

Are you going to be doing any cleaning this 
summer?  Do you have some neat stuff in your 
basement you would like donate to school?  
Contact Karen at 304-869-3250 if you have an 
item you think we could really use.  Here are 
some items we know we need for next year. 
 

* Low water/high efficiency      
washer and gas dryer 
* Locking file cabinet 
* Swing set equipment 
* New computer 
* Dining table 
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Karen, Keilee, Noël, Ryan, Melissa, Travis, Laura, and Candy would like to 
thank everyone for their support during this year. 

 


