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The Highland School Hotline 

Winter Break 
We will have no school December 

22- January 2 for Winter Break.  We 

return to school on January 5, 2009.  

Have a wonderful break! 

   

Winter Talent Show and Play 
Actors Club decided to have a Winter 

Talent Show and Play entitled,

Comedy of Hairs on December 19 at 

6:30 p.m.  Refreshments will be 

served.  This year’s “play” was 

assembled from a large source of 

jokes brought in by club members.  It 

promises to be an evening of laughter 

and fun. 

 
Snow Day Policy 
This is a reminder that school is in 

session every scheduled day.  If you 

cannot get to school due to road 

conditions, call the school.  If the 

Ritchie County Schools are on a 2-

hour delay, bus students and their 

driver will arrive at 10 am. 

 
Let It Snow! 
The snow and colder temperatures 

have arrived.  Please remember to 

dress warmly for school.  The Entry 

Room can accommodate snow boots, 

hats, extra warmth layers, and 

mittens. 

 

 
Snow on the new dormitory 
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Upcoming Events 
 
♦ Talent Show and 
Play December 19 
at  
♦ No School 
December 22 – 
January 2 
♦ Noel’s Birthday 
December 22 

Staff Update 
We have completed the Department 

of Labor paperwork for Heike Friere 

but still need to obtain some 

documents about her background to 

submit her Immigration paperwork.  

We hope to have it submitted by the 

middle of December.  Josh Cook has 

completed his application for next 

school year.  He will be visiting and 

interviewing the first week after 

Winter Break. 
 
I-17 Update 
The site visit for our accreditation 

went really well.  We are awaiting 

final approval and then we will be 

able to file the I-17 paperwork with 

U.S. Immigration. 

 
Graduation Committees 
Melissa Richards and Laura Nolan’s 

graduation committees are both 

meeting in December. 

 

Friends Visit 
November brought some good 

friends visiting the school for a day.  

Noah and Ian Cooper, from 

Maryland, hope to attend Highland 

next year as boarding students.  

Lydia and Eliza Hyde, and Will 

Kinney spent a day with us visiting 

old school friends and making new 

ones.  We really enjoyed their visits 

and look forward to spending more 

time with them in the future. 

 

Thank You Candy! 
Big thanks go out to Candy 

Landvoigt for donating some more 

Lego pieces to our collection.  The 

pieces have been very helpful to the 

Lego builders! 
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Some Arts and Crafts Guild Members began 
working on new projects this fall.  Melissa 
took an old broken guitar and transformed it 
into a piece of wall art.  She sanded the 
varnish off and then painted the design in 
stages. 
 

 
Melissa posing with finished guitar 

 
Keilee, Travis, and Ryan created a large and 
sturdy fairy house from scrap wood left from 
the dorm construction. 

 
 Fairy House and Builders 

 

Conservation Club 
We made a donation to the Arbor Day 
Foundation, and, as a thank-you gift, they 
sent us 10 flowering trees.  On a cold 
November day, we planted the trees in the 
grassy area around the picnic shelter at the 
start of the school driveway.  We received 
dogwoods, redbuds, hawthorns, crabapples, 
and goldenraintrees.  We will begin filling 
the bird feeders and our new squirrel feeder 
this month. 

 
Melissa, Ryan, Keilee, and Travis planting trees 

 

Club Members continue to do the school 
community’s recycling every other week.  
We would like to invite all school families to 
bring their recyclable materials to school on 
alternate Thursdays.  The next recycling 
day will be December 11.  The Ritchie 
County Recycling center takes #1 and #2 
plastics, aluminum cans, steel cans, 
newspaper, glass, and magazines.  Please 
join us in reducing solid waste in our 
landfills. 
 

Art Projects 

The National Coalition of Alternative Community Schools (NCACS) will be having their annual 
conference, hosted by Upattinas School in Pennsylvania on April 23-26. The theme this year is 
“Own Your Education.” Some Highland School staff and students have expressed an interest in 
attending and/or presenting.  The conference planners are awaiting confirmation from Pete 
Seeger to be a guest speaker and performer. 
Karen Whitescarver is also interested in presenting a workshop at the Alternative Education 
Resource Organization (AERO) Conference held in New York on June 25-28.  The theme will be 
“Educational Alternatives: Past, Present, and Future.”  AERO is featuring Dr. Patch Adams as a 
guest speaker. We will keep you updated in future Hotlines about our specific plans and possible 
workshop titles.   

 

Spring Conferences 
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New Floor! 

Our fall candy sales did quite well even though we were fundraising for Elder-Beerman at the 
same time.  Our candy continues to be a hit with our customers so we are planning a February 
and April delivery of our famous fudge and toffee.  Please keep us in mind for your gift giving 
needs in those months.  Trip and Travel members enjoyed preparing their candy in the dorm 
kitchen this year. We have mastered the cooking, packing and shipping process and look 
forward to our February candy making. 

Trip and Travel 

After a year of research and questions about the fire safety rating, we finally purchased a new 
floor for the multi-purpose room.  School Members met to discuss what pattern we should use and 
who was going to do what part of the project.  Everyone worked together to empty the room of 
furniture, clean the floor and walls and prepare the concrete for the new tiles.  We are very 
excited to have completed the project before the really cold weather started.  It means we can 
play games, blocks, Lego, and puzzles on a warm and insulated surface.  These tiles also have a 
black backing so we were able to create an entrance area to remove shoes.  The new flooring 
provides an easier surface to clean and we are already making good use of it. 

 
Ryan, Travis, and Keilee enjoying the new floor 

New Sign 

Donald, our “contractor extraordinaire,” 
made a beautiful frame for our metal sign at 
the corner of Highland and Bonds Creek 
Roads.  We hope it will help with PR for local 
people passing by and also help visitors not 
get lost on the gravel road!  Thanks, Donald.  
We have plans to erect another sign at the 
corner or Old Route 50 and Highland Road. 

 
 
The new sign on a rainy day in December 



THS Wish List 

 
 
 
 

The Highland School 
Route 83 Box 56 

Highland, WV 26346 

Phone: 
(304) 869-3250 

Fax: 
(304) 869-3253 

E-mail: 
highland@ruralnet.org 

We’re on the Web! 
TheHighlandSchool.org 

Democracy In Action 

Video Committee 
The school PR video is almost completed.  It just needs some finishing 
touches and audio tracts added.  School Members scheduled a viewing 
on November 19.  They watched the video with a critical eye and made 
notes of all the changes still needed in order for it to be ready to 
present to the public.  A parent commented that it will be really nice 
to have a video to show friends and family who want to learn more 
about the school.  We look forward to announcing the video is available 
in January 2009. 

These are some things we could really 
use but are not in this year’s budget.  
Can you help us? Please call Karen, the 
Donations Clerk, for more specific 
information before you send anything 
to us.  Thanks! 

♦ Hand tools 
♦ Shovels 
♦ Swing set equipment 
♦ Flat screen monitor 
♦ New computer 
♦ Dining table 
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